
Letter 11 Responses to Letter 11

11-1

11-2

11-3

11-4

11-5

11-6

11-1 Comment noted.

11-2 Comment noted.

11-3 The text of mitigation measure W-8 in Section 3.5.4 of the Final EIS has been expanded
to indicate the full array of mitigation measures that would be applied if wildlife water
sources are adversely affected.

11-4 The BLM will ensure that BMG provides sufficient financial assurance for reclamation and
for the Contingent Long-term Groundwater Management Plan, prior to project startup.

11-6 The specific location in the document where it states or implies, as stated in the
comment, that “…drainage that does not meet water quality standards from the tailings
and heap leach facilities could be allowed to drain into the ground” is unclear. To the
contrary, the mine would operate in accordance with NDEP Regulations Governing
Design, Construction, Operation, and Closure of Mining Operations, Section 445.452 Part
1 (State of Nevada 2001). These regulations specify that all mine facilities, regardless of
size or type, must be designed, operated, and closed such that they do not degrade
waters of the state. Under the NDEP-issued water pollution control permit for the site, no
process solutions can be discharged to unlined facilities or allowed to infiltrate to ground
water unless BMG can demonstrate to the NDEP’s satisfaction that such discharge
activities would not have the potential to degrade waters of the state.

11-5 The proposed tailings area LLDPE liner material was selected due to its stress/strain
properties and suitability to a foundation consisting of existing tailings. The proposed
heap leach pad high-density polyethylene (HDPE) was selected to match the
stress/strain properties of its foundation materials. Both LLDPE and HDPE have similar
permeability properties and meet or exceed state design requirements for protection of
the environment.

It has been demonstrated that a nominal 2 feet of growth media is sufficient for the
establishment and persistence of native vegetation, especially salt-tolerant species such
as shadscale, if there is nothing overly toxic in the tailings material for plants that typically
extend their roots below that level. Most plant root biomass occurs in the upper 18 to 24
inches of the soil profile for most reclamation plant species. Depths greater than 2 feet
would improve short-term vegetation development, but these greater depths are not
necessary for long-term success.
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11-7

11-8

11-9

11-6

Letter 11 Continued

11-7 As defined in the Environmental Effects of Mining (Ripley et al. 1996), a borrow pit is: “A
pit used for the sole purpose of extracting material for use in mining or construction
operations located nearby; it is an aggregate operation licensed only for a specific
purpose.”

11-8 Please see the response to comment 1-35 regarding a site-specific ecological risk
assessment.

11-9 Comment noted.
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